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Recent accusations made in the course of the "cultural revolution," 
together with information from other sources, indicate that some kind of 
incident, possibly in the nature of an attempted coup, may have taken place 
in Communist China early in 1966. 

Coup Plot Accusations. According to the AFP's Peking correspondent, a 
Red Guard newspaper has accused Yang Shang-k'un, an alternate member of the 
CCP secretariat of having spied for the Soviets.gnd having plotted with 
purged Peking mayor P'eng Chen and former Chief of Staff Lo Jui-ch'ing to 
carry out a coup d'etat. Details of the charges say that Yang had met 
secretly with the Soviet ambassador on a number of occasions, had installed 
microphones in Mao Tse~tung's residence, and had passed secret documents from 
the Central Committee to the Soviets. 


This was the second major charge of coup plotting that we have seen in 


the mass of material coming out of China on the"cultural revolution." Earlier .-" 


4 
é 


in January, there were reports of posters accusing Lo Jui-ch'ing and Ho Lung, 
a Politburo member and prominent military figure, of having attempted a coup 
in February 1966. 

Other Reports. Aside from “cultural revolution" accusations, clandestine 
information has suggested independently that an anti-regime incident may have 


occurred in early 1966. A March report quoted a Japanese Communist Party 
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source ag saying that a pro-Soviet coup had taken place in China during the 
previous month and that Mao had been put under house arrest. A report . 

NMeé Paci 6A 
received last week tells of a speech given on August 2 by Teng Hsiao-p'ing 
to a group of Peking students in which Teng replied to a question about a 
"February mutiny." After first declaring that there had been "no such thing," 
Teng asserted that the inquiry was probably based on the fact that some troops 
had occupied various civilian buildings in Peking, He angrily concluded his 
reply by saying that neither he nor others could order the Army to move, 
leaving the impression that there indeed had been some unusual military 
activity in the capital at the time. 
Possible Role of PLA. Although none of these indications are by them- 


selves firm (and the accusations of course might be trumped up), together 


they suggest the possibility that the "cultural revolution," many of whose 
ne He 


victims are now being openly pictured as enemies of the state, may have ‘been 


in part a response to a challenge to Mao's authority which had “involved the 
dm cenrnrcnrrnemesiitnnstniatsecnet teeta tOeece tt CNet IA Rte tte tate nhnrnpettinangtneatenees 


rrnreeertennernat nani At eeemate t * Att 





use ur threat of force. Such a move could conceivably have been made by 


reeset 


elements in the PLA. During late 1965 and January 1966 it was evident that 





many PLA officers had become greatly concerned with the possibility of war 
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with the US. Under these circumstances, they may well have been convinced 
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that China's rabid anti-Soviet stance, which cast Moscow in the role of an 
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adversary, had to be relaxed. They may have also calculated that agreeing 
to united action on Vietnam would speed a successful conclusion to the war 
and improve China's standing with the rest of the communist world. If 


elements in the PLA had decided at this time to try to change Mao's policies 
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by unseating him,: it would go far to explain the reason (though not the timing) 


behind the currently threatened "cultural revolution" sweep of the PLA atid the 


regime's claims in August that it had exposed "counterrevolutionary" elements 


in the military "not long ago." 


Question of Soviet Involvement. 


Another intriguing question raised by 
nerdy eennetate 


the "coup" hypothesis is the issue of Soviet involvement if any move to unseat 


Mao did in fact take place. Throughout the first half of 1966, the Soviets 


kept their criticism of the Chinese relatively muted, and only following the 


summer excesses of the Red Guards did they begin publicly to denounce the 


Maoists and give implicit encouragement to those under attack. . By the game 
token, the Chinese, although they kept up their incessant verbal bombardment 
of the Soviets. and warned the masses against letting China go "revisionist," 


did not, as far as we know, explicitly link the activities of any “cultural 


revolution" victim with Moscow until the attack on Yang Sharg-k'un. What 


went on behind the scenes is another question, At any rate, it is entirely | 


plausible that, given the depths of mutual Maoist-Soviet animosities, 4 


Chinese group moving to oppose the old leader might have sought some Soviet 


support, or at the least expected Moscow to give its tacit blessings to the 


undertaking. 
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